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Illlportant Decision. 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 

The Minerals or Mexico. The Mining Journal and Am.erlo_ RaU 
Road Gazette. 

LATE FROM MlilXICO. 

A decisIOn has just been given by Judge 
Parsons, in a case in Philadelphia, of which 
the facts are briefly these :-"Holden and Mc 
Mackin were equal partners in the ownership 
and pUblication of the Saturday Courier. Hol
den died. His widow claimed one half of 
the establishment, by right of her husband's 
ownership This McMackin resisted, on the 
ground that the good will of an establishment 
could not pass to the heirs of a deceased part
ner. He offered to buy the widow's interest 
at $15,000; or to sell his half for $'22,000-

thus estimating the good will of the establish
ment at $44,000 which he was not willing the 
widow should have the benefit of. The offer 
was declined, and suit was brought; and his 
honor dccided that the widow could recover 

remuneration for the good will of the Satur
day Courier. By this decision, if the matter 
cannot be settled in any other way, the office 
will have to be disposed of at public sale, and 
the proceeds divided equally between the 
plaintiff and defendant." 

No country in the whole worl<! has as rich 
mines of gold and silver as Mexico. The pure 
gold mines, however, are not numerous, gold 
being generally f()und mixed with silver We 
are certain that if the Mexican mines were 
well worked, thirty millions of gold and silver 
would be the annual product. If gold and 
silver were as plenty as iron and lead, a won-
derful impetus would be given to our manu
factures, as gold and silver would be employ
ed to great advantage in some parts of machi
nery for which composition metal is now used. 
These metals would also be more generally 
used in chemistry and confectio nary. Just let 
U9 suppose gold to be as plenty as brass and 
what a revolution in science and !!rt would be 
the result. The trappings of royalty would 
then cease to be measured by gold, and the 
glittering crest might be as easily mounted by 
the peadant as the peer. 

Food Riots. 

Food riots were common all over England 
Scotland and Ireland. We do not wonder at 
this, for the prices have risen there to such a 
height that it is impossible to purchase food by 
any class but the most wealthy. The prices 
have been forced up by British speculators to 
such an extent that the wrath of the people 
can no longer be restrained. The Liverpool 
and Glasgow store hOllses were full of all kinds 
of provisions, but the avaricious speculators 
were feasting on the groans and tears of the 
starving and dying. 

The first number of this Journal. is now on 
our table and we hail its appearance with no 
small feelings of joy and hopes of success to 
its enterprising proprietors. It is the exact 
counterpart of the famous London Mining 
J oUl'nal and the appearance of this paper 
speaks well for the rising importance of our 
mineral trade. It is devoted to Mining and 
Rail Road interests. It is both scientific and 
practical and promises to be a most invalua
ble record of Mining and Rall Road statistics. 
It is published by J. E. Grant at the office of 
Hunt's Merchants Magazine, No. 143 Fulton 
St., price $3 per annum, and issued semi
monthly. Let no person think the sum too 
much as it is an exceeding large quarto. 

Accident frolll a Fluid Lamp. 

Miss Mary Watson was burned to death in 
Philadelphia last week, while attempting to 
fill a fluid lamp when it was burning, and the 
liquid taking fire caused the catastrophe. Her 
mother and brother, who were in the room, 
were also badly burned in attempting to save 
her. 
Cost of Monarchical and Republican G.n

ernments. 

In looking over the statistics of Great Bri
tain and the Great American Republio, we 
perceive that the cost of our government is 
about $3 per head, while that of Britain is 
$12,33. These are the peace expenses. In 
war the tax of both nations is nearly triple 
this amount. Great Britain expends $340,-

000,000 per annum. The Qneen Dowager of 
England, has a pensior, $425,000 per annum. 
The Lord Chancellor of England get $115,000, 

four times more than the President of the 
United States. 

An English Courier had arrived at Vera 
Cruz from the City of Mexico. He atated 
that 12,000 Mexicans were engaged on the for
tifications of Rio Fri�. Gen. Alvarez had 
10,000 men under arms tn the vicinitv of the 
capital. The courier also reported that Santa 
Anna was not so much in disrepute lIS had 
been supposed, but that he had been elected 
President on the 5th May and declined. 

The rumor of a great portion of General 
Worth's force having been cut off, is unfound
ed. The capital was a scene of utter confu

sioll when the courier left, and the whole 
country from Vera Cruz to the imperial city 
had been laid waste and the peaceable dispo
sed inhabitants driven off by maurading bands 
of guerillas. 

The Mississippi regiment parted with Gen. 
Taylor to return to their homes, thelr term of 
service having expired sometime ago. Asthe 
men marched past him with much demonstra
tion of affection and respect, he attempted to 
address them but was overpowered by emotion 
and with tears streaming down his furrowed 
cheeks, could only say-H Go on boys-go on 
-I cannot speak." 

How to treat Lard. 

The trying of lard is an 1m portant branch of 
economy, requiring a little care and some di
rect information. Water be it  remembered, 
should never be made use of in this process, 
since it cooks the fat and makes it soft and li
able to become speedily rancid. Put the 
lump fat in a pot, and then stand the pot along 
side of the fire, gathering around it a few 
embers; let a little of the fat try out, after 
which, put th .. fat over the fire; with such 
precaution there is no danger of the lard's 
scorching, and no need of water, but the lard 
when fully cold, will be found quite firm and 
'solid, which cannot be the case if water be 
made use of in the trying out. 

New Method of Sewing Boots. 

A boot maker in Paris has taken out a pa
tent for the right of using brass wire for sew
ing the soles which does not admit either 
moisture or dust. 

We have seen the above extract copied ex
tensively and have only to say, that about fif
teen years ago, we knew a country bootmaker 
who often sewed his boots with brass wire 
and thought no more of takiBg out a patent 
for his invention, than the man in the moon. 

Application of Ether for Insanity. 

Dr. Gazenova, head surgeon of the lunatic 
asylum at Pau, has tried the use of Vapor of 
Ether, or, as is sometimes called, Anodyne 
Vapor, on a mad girl. This poor creature 
had been unable to procure sleep tor five 
months. She was made to inhale this Vapor, 
and h(�r agitation soon ceased. After five in
halations, she fell into a complete state of in
sensibility, which lasted twenty-five minutes, 
. at the end of that time the torpor ceased, and 
no symptoms of disorder remained. 

Telegraph under Water. 

The electric telegraph from Portsmouth, 
England, to the Isle of Wight, has been found 
to succeed admirabl,. on a tnal, with even 
only one wire laid down under water. We 
heard that the telegraph on the Philadelphia 
,and Baltimore line passes under the waters 
of Gunpowder river and operates also success
fully. 

Cherokee Literary Institutions. 

The sltes for two literary institutions in the 
Cherokee Nation, provided for by the Chero
kee Council at its last session, have been cho
sen. The Advocate says they are to be 80 

feet square, constructed of bl'ick, with a foun
dation of stone. SChool, dining, and sleep
ing apartments, &c., all to be in one building. 
It is intend�d they shall ao.:commodate 100

'
pu

pils each. 
------

Bees. 

f\'lees s'honid not be kept on the Bouth side 
of a wall or building, but on the north side 
If kept on a southern exposure, they will be 
tempted to leave their hives while the gener
al atmosphere is yet cold, and perish before 
they call return. 

-------
Splitting Saws. 

A very great improvement may be made in 
the common hand splitting-saws, by commenc
ing the teeth at the front of the saw rather 
small and increasing the size of the teeth 
gradually as they approach the handle, at 
which end they may be nearly twice the size 
IlJf common sized teeth. If saw manufactur
ers would consider and adopt this method, 
they would no doubt, confer a great favor on 
carpenters, if no other class of mechanics. 
That such saws must be better than the com
mon kind, we think can be plainly seen. In 
the first place the common saw will cut 
twice as much on the half next the handle, 
and has no inclination to suck, catch, or 
twist, as it has near the point, and the same 
impetus given with teeth increasing in size, 
must do greater execution.-Mech. Jour. 

New Oyster Bed. 

A bed of oysters has been discovered at a 
short distance from Catania, in Slcily. They 
are small but succulent, and among them are 
S<lme which a committee of naturalists pro
nounce to be a species known to the Romans, 
and which in the time of Cicero were called 
the ears ()f V en us. 

Advance or Tolls. 

The Reading Rail Road Company hav!' glV
en notice that on the first day of July next 
the rate of tolls on coal brought over their 
road will be advanced ten cents per ton above 
the present rate, and that an advance of ten 
cents per ton will be charged on each succes
sive month . 

Hints about Food. 

Roast meat contains nearly double the nour
ishment of boiled, but boiled meat i� better a
dapted to weak digestion. Frying is one of 
the very worst methods of dressing food, as 
boiling is one of the hest. Baked meat has a 
strong fla\ or, is deprived of some of its nutri
tious qualities, and is difficult of digestion.
Spices, sauces, and melted butter should never 
be used by an lllvalid. 

AU may Learn. 

A Large Casting. 

On last Saturday afternoon the 14th, Messrs. 
T. F. Secor & Co., of this city moulded the 
Bed plates for the engine of the new Stea m 
Ship United States, one of the four packets to 
run between New Orleans and Liverpool. 
The casting weighed over 24 tons The most 
of the metal wa� trom Irondale, Pennsylvania, 
with a slight mixture of Scotch pig. The 
engines are to cost $115,000. These steam
ers are to be 2,200 tons burden. The United 
States is to have two side-lever marine en
gines, of 82 inch cylinder and 9 feet stroke, 
each of the power of more than lOOO horses. 

The Tribune says, could Robert Fulton 
but have lived to see our day, and he would 
not have been a very old man, he would have 
gone down to the tomb full of honors more 
solid and lasting than ever decked the trium
phal car of a conqueror. 

The ChIldren of Lafa;yeUe. 

" The spirit of the father is beaming in the 
son." George Washington Lafayette is a mem
ber of the French Chamber of Deputies, and 
at the last election, Oscar, the grandson of the 
old republican hero and patriot, was elected 
to a seat beside his virtuous and noble father, 
who inherits the name of the immortal Wash
ington. Thus the children of the mighty dead 
are nobly sustaining by their virtue and patri
otism, the fame ot their fathers. They both 
sit among the liberal members. 

A Silllple and CorrC<lt Barometer. 

Get a small glass tube twelve inches long, 
fill it half full of alcohol, which should be 
colored with some alkanet root. Then ap ply 
a gentle heat to the bottom of the tube to ex
pel the air, which when done, hold the open 
end of the tube to a blazing candle and close 
the opening. The tube is then hermetically 
sealed and the alcohol like mercury will 
rise and fall with the degrees of temperature. 
This is a far better barometer than can be 
made by any elevated bottle or 'fial and about 
as easily constructed. 

----- --
A Gift. 

A little girl went to the study of a learned 
philosopher for fire. 'But you have nothing 
to carry it in,' said he. The girl took up 
some cold ashes in her hand and placed the 
live coals upon it. The philosopher threw 
down his book, exclaiming, 'with all my 
learning I never should have thought of so 
simple an expedient !" 

Curious E:fI"ect of Contrast. 

There are certain shades of blue, which, 
when placed in contad with bright red, or 
scarlet, have a singular effect on the eye of 
the spectatot"" 1'he contact edges appear to 
be in constant motion, so that it is difficult to 
designate the line of division between the two 
colors, 

Albott Lawrence, of Lowell, Mass. has 
made a donation of $50,000 for the purpose of 
erecting suitable buildings and endowing Pro
fessorships in the University of Harvard. The 
new department is to form a school of Practi
cal Science. The donor specifies three branch
es, VIZ. Mining, Engineering and Machinery. 

Several importers of Linseed Oil from Lon
don and Hull, have found the article largely 
adulterated with oil of resin, a cheap article, 
and ruinous to the qualities of the linseed oil. 

© 1847 SCIENTIFIC AMERICIAN, INC 

--'-=:------Rocking Stone. 

The last n umber of the Barre Mass. Patriot 
contains an engraving representing, what iii 
commonly called a Rocking Stone, situated 
in the western part of that town. It is a dou
ble rock, nearly ten feet high, re�ting on Il 
ledge of the same kind, with a base so smaa 
that the whole mass at a little distance IlP
pears to be capable of being moved by a very 
slight force. There is also one of a similar 
kind near the village of Fall River, supposed 
to weigh 140 tons, which is so exactly poised 
on its centre of gravity, that it can easily be 
moved with one hand. 

Vessel building at Essex. 

The Gloucester Telegraph says that" twen
ty-five Schooners, averaging sixty tons, and 
one Brig of one hundred and fifty tons, have 
been built at Essex, the present season 
There are now on the stocks, and nearly rea
dy to be launched, one Brig of about two 
hundred tons, and five Schooners making, in 
round numbers, about twenty-one hundred 
tons built this Spring. Reckoning that 
amount of tonnage at $34 per ton, the aver
age price paid by the purchasers of the ves
sela, we have the sum of $71,400. This i, 
exclusive of riggll1g, sails, &c. 

A Remarkable Ca .... ern. 

The Ledger states that a remarkabla Cav
ern has been lately discovered in the lime
stone quarry of Mr. John Kennedy, in Port 
Kennedy, Montgomery county. This cavern 
is 160 feet in length and sixty feet wide, and 
twenty to forty feet deep. The interior 
shows some beautiful specimens of nature'" 
architectural power. There are arches, piers 
and cornices, exhibiting almost the same reg
ularity of workmanship as though executed 
by the hand of man after the strictest rules 
of art. When lig hted, the scene is beautifuL 
Forty or fifty lights splendidly irradiate the 
scene, and gives a ma!1;nificent effect. Such 
a beautiful natural curiosity will no douot at
tract much attention. 

Whale Fisheries In ConneClticut. 

The district Judge, in his recent charge to 
the Grand Jury stated that there were engag
ed in this business 125 ve8sels, with 5000 

seamen and a capital of about $5,000,000. 

Novel Distress. 

Silver is not a legal tendeucy in E ngland. 
and the Barings could not some time ago 
raise rnoney upon silver bullion to the amount 
of 60,0001; and neither Barings nor Roths
childR could get paper, with their endol"lle
ment, discounted by the Bank! 

Hall at the South. 

The Houston, Miss. Patriot of May 213, eay. 
that considerable hail fell there a fe IV nights 
previous doing a great deal of damage. 

The Court of Common Pleas at Cincinnati. 
Ohio, grantpd week before last twenty divor
ces to dissatisfied coupl�. 
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